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Racism, Fascism, and Political Murder

by Kathleen Cleaver, Communications Secretary

Editorial

White racism has been called
out as the National Scapegoat for
the opening stages of the Black
Revolution we are witnessing today

in the Report of the President’s
Commission on Civil Disorders.
However, white racism alone is
harmless as long ‘as there are no

white racists; white racists with-
out political power and without guns
are nothing but a sick nuisance to
society. Although the President's
Commission managed to condemn
the racism rampant in white soc-
iety, it failed to condemn the rac-
ists who perpetuate the existing
system and even more miserably
failed to provide any significant
solutions for destroying racism.

SURVIVAL

The Black Revolution is a strug-
gle for survival, first and fore~
most. It is not white racism but
white racists who are killing black
people in the most blatant to the
most subtle ways, from shooting
us outright in the streets like dogs
to immobilizing us in the political
hierarchies of - the mother
country’'s government. The black
leader who moves for political
power is dealt with on whatever
level the Establishment racists
feel he is posing the most threat:
Thurgood Marshall was placed on
the Supreme Court, Adam Clayton
Powell was kicked outof Congress,
Rap Brown is jailed on the flim-
siest pretext, Malcolm X was as-
sassinated. Whereas Roy Wilkins
and Whitney Young are given the

LEVAS.

THE SKY’S THE LIMIT

minimal extent. However, the near
total control of the mass media ~-
TV and newspapers -- by the
mother country establishment al-
lows it to move in complete free~
dom against black groups in many
cases. Although the activities of
the police during the insurrection
following King's death were highly
publicized, the repression against
the militant black organizers and
spokesmen in  black
across the nation -- Boston, Bal-
timore, Washington, Chicago, De-
troit, Oakland -- was not publi--
cized at all. The assassination of
King followed by systematic mass
arrests and shooting of radical
organizers throughout the couintry
in April indicates a time - table
schedule directed towards reémov-
ing militant leadership from the
streets by the beginning of the
summer. This will leave the black
masses in an unorgamzed de-
f 1 . divided state;

resources to gun their game on
their brothers, Huey Newton must
be shot in the streets and lynched
in the courts. It is the guns of
the racists, their bullets tearing
through the flesh of our leaders
that have to be dealt with. The
leadership of the racists, the fed-
eral, state, and city governments
with their armed forces dispatched
to the black community with or-
ders of “shoot to kill” is des-
troying the leadership of the black
struggle in order to be able to
deal directly with the unorgan-
ized, defenseless, divided black
masses.

The present black population in
this - country, approaching some
fifty million, is more united and
more aggressive and larger than
it has been at any other time in
the history of this country, while
the present white population i$
decreasing and its government is
under seige all over the world,
the most hated power on the face
of the earth. The key to attaining
the political power thatour history
and culture and strategic location
Zuarantee us is practical, com-
Jetent, revolutionary  national
leadership that can direct the
masses to satisfy their basic poli-
:ical desires and needs in an or-
janized fashion. What guarantees
success to such leadership is re-
volutionary ideology, or an under-
standing of how to move systema-
sically for power, abasic program,
r an understanding of what to
nove for and when, and an or-
sanizational structure that can put
his understanding in motion.

The calculated and systematic
lestruction of the leadership of

" he Black Panther Party and har-

issment of its members in the
3ay ‘Area follows a national pat-
ern of political repression taking
slace at this time. In every black
ommunity across this country
vhere there is identifiable or~
sanizational leadership exerted by
the black militants. it is being
ailed, . franied, shot, murdered.
Siminated. These moves arebeing
:oordinated centrally in Washing-
on, D,C, and are all directed
oward the same end: setting the
tage for genocide.

The fact that this is an election
‘ear is the only damper imposed
pon an outright fascist attack on
he whole black community; public

spinion must be catered 1o to a

- tical

summer attwhich point:
plan to move directly agamstt
black community.

MASSES NOT ASSES

As long as only a small frac-
tion of the black population ex-
pected to have decent housing,
food, clothing, education, employ-
ment, protection from harm, and
some measure of dignity the
system could afford to function
comfortably allowmg a small elite
group of house negroes these bene-
fits as the price of controlling
their oppressed brothers and sis~
ters, forcing them to be satisfied
with  their poverty, starvation,
misery, and persecution. But, when
the masses of blacks start de=
manding basic needs bhe fulfilled,
the power structure is in trouble
because it requires a basic re-
distribution-of the wealth, the land,
and the power in order to make
this a reality.

The color line is the basis upon
which wealth and power is dis~—
tributed in this country; racism
on’ the part of white institutions
and white citizens forces Black
people to remain poor and power-
less. All hblacks have a ceiling
on the amount of power and wealth
they can amass that is unchange-
able, -that is maintained by the
organized force and violence of
the governments. Racism is main-
tained with armed force, on the
local level by the police depart-
ments.

Political power, the control of
the institutions in the society, de-
termines to what extent racism is
allowed to affect black people,
determines how much freedom of
action the racists have against
black people. Political power is .
now in the hands of a racist leader-
ship which is determined to pre-
vent black people from satistying
their basic political desires: and
needs, because this leadership
wants to remain in control of

. the land and wealth and polirical

power that rightfully belongs to
black people. The present poli-
leadership  in the nother
country wants black people to act
in a manner that will serve the

.interests of white power and main-

tain white dJdomination over the
world. The leadership of the black
struggle across this nation wants
to destroy this control and re-

ghettoes .-

- United States’is most clearly visi~

+ sive

store the control of the black com-
munity to the hands of the black
people who live there. This lead-
ership is being assaulted and eli-
minated viciously because it
threatens to upset an international
basis of power; the black libera-

-tion struggle is an international

power struggle against.the white
racist government ‘of ‘the USA.

DESTROY ' LEADERSH P

Just as the.Vietnamese people
refuse to be ‘controlled by the
capitalist . racist American gov-
ernment, ‘and’ are fighting to re~
tain control of their own country,
black people in'America-are fight-
ing to have control of their com-
munities in their hands. With a
potential mass. of fifty million
blacks moving together'to control
their communities across this na~

to destroy the’ ship

black struggle ‘in order to be able '
to move against the masses with-
out organized resistance. Nation-
wide repression against militant
black' organizers and spokesmen
has been escalated in the black
communities in the past few months
in order to stop the organization
of the black community. lLeader<
ship becomes secondary once the
community is organized in a man-
ner to take power; but leadership
is primary during the initial per-
iod of organizing the masses. It

.is at this period now when lead-

ership is most crucial to the black
masses in order to initiate their
political organization that the fed-

- eral, state, and city governments

are moving most rapidly against'
black leaders. An organized hlack /
community united around  basic

‘political desires and needs asout-:

lined in the program of the Black
Panther Party is the only power
that the state cannot destroy when
the community is prepared to de-
fend itself against the attacks of.
the police. This is the creation -
of black: power, the first step to-

The " advent of fascism in’ the

ble in the suppression‘of the black
liberation struggle in_the nation-
wide political imprisonment and.
assassination  of black leaders
coupled with the concentration of
massive police power in the ghet-

~' tos of the black community across:

the country. The police depart-
ments mnationwide are preparing
for armed struggle with the black
community and are being directed
and coordinated nationally with
the US Army and the undergruund
vigilante racist groups for a4 mas-
© onslaught “against hl.\ck &t
pecple,” But, the -billy libs a
Inass Larresise and. guus.. areznu*
longer just {or black people; th
white " peace* movenien|
student powerstruggler
beginning to get a-taste :
violence. "State power is  being:
imposed upon the black conmmunity
and the white peace ovement
through the organized force and
violence of the police departments,
Juils "are becoming increasingly
familiar with political prlwncls.
and the court
warped to

repression. With the economic and
political system of the United
States under violent attack world
over, the national response has
been a tightening of state control
over all aspects of life and a
vicious and powerful assault on
all forms of political dissent. Just
as the US Army is attempting to
settle a political question of self~
determination through force and
viclence in Vietnam, thecity, state,
and federal governments across
the country are meeting political
dissent with police violence. With
the world-wide power of the United
States being forced aloose in Africa
and Asia and Latin America, the
racist leadership at home is mov-
ing to conserve and concentrate
the power that is left and will
viciously destroy anyone or any
group that attempts to take that
power away. Black power is to-
tally unacceptable, d peace is

ILL THE NIGGERS'

The economic disintegration that
is. accompanying the world wide
attack on US imperialism is weak
ening the political structures of
the  white™ racists tremendously,
causing factions. and the splitting
of parties and generalized con-
flict and confusion. At this point
the organized and unchecked power
of the armed forces, froin the
Joint Chiefs of Staff to the local
police chief inOakland is the single
most- powerful  bloc of political
control- in this country, unaided,
single-minded, andextremely rac-
ist. This group controls the guns
and military power of the govern~
ment. And, these armed forces
are being deployed increasingly to
settle political - issues; they will
“continue - to" arrogate’ decisive
. power until it gets to the point

_ that they make political policy and

control the political apparatus out-
right,” With "this type of gov-
ernment, this . military power
structure, ' outright - genocide of
black - people . will be initiated.
There wnll be no protest,; for to
dissent will be to die.. This has
_already started onasporadic scale
. in :the spontaneous but condoned
murdering of young black men in
‘the streets daily all over the coun-
~try. But the overt military dic-
tatorship has yet to come. The

- very same solution that Nazi Ger-

many Proposed to the German peo-
_ple: Kill the ' Jews to solve the eco-
~nomic ‘and " political problemq of
Germany will ‘be elnpluyed in the
US, with even less difficulty: Kill

“the niggers. Once the country pulls

itself out of its disastrous de-

“feat in Vietnam,"” it will be able

“to " direct the “full” weight of its

military ‘power against the black

struggle and ‘settle the issue of

racism. and wlutc supremacy once
nd f b

Nl W I‘HA E
The awassinnlion of Dr. Martin
Luther King at this point markcd
‘the - initiation of u new phase in
the advance of police power at the
decision muking level, a further

. step towurds the complete police

_state. Dr, King was tolerate.d and
cven encouraged by the political
leadership of the racists as long
he udvm.uted uon—\lnlenl means

of yaining civil rights. He was not
m-ving for political power, he

wanted the power structiure to make
the decisions and take the action,
and he was not disturbing the eco-
nomic arrangements that the power
structure was based on. But when
he joined the peace movement he
became a political threat to the
Istablishient because he held the
allegiance of millions of black
people. Ile had also began to move
towards the alliance of the black
with the brown peoples in the
U.S. And when he deepened his
crusade for justice to be based
on Poor People, the final project

that caused his assassination, the
establishment was forced to elimi-
nate his threat, lor the crux

of the political arrangements in
this country are based on the dis~
tinction between the rich and the
poor. The poor whites and poor
blacks are exploited by the same
white capitalists who maintain a
racist antagonism between the two
groups so that the poor blacks
are always victims of the poor
white racists, and the poor whites
are so busy carrying out racist
acts they cannot see that they
are victims of the wealthy white
capitalists. Both poor whites and
poor blacks are powerless; racism
prevents them from combining
their strengths to gain a redis-
tribution of wealth and power. Dr,
King had begun to initiate organi~
zational  projects among poor
whites as well as poor blacks
shortly before his assassination.
The proposed Poor People’s March
on Washington that he was plan-
ning was a major threat facing
the federal government that they
had been unable to head off or

wbuy out. The assassination of Dr,

King only four weeks before this
march was no accident, The in-
ability of the entire apparatus of
Federal Intelligence and [Police
services plus the Memphis Po-
lice Department to locate and ar-
rest the assassin as well as the
complete protection his activities
were given in Memphis indicates
a conspiracy of the highest order
between the Federal Government
and the local police. The assas-
sins of President Kennedy have
vanished equally without a trace.
This kind of political power wielded
by the military establishment that
is protected and even denied by
the political leaders is highly
"dangerous. High-level decisions
against the black liberation strug-
gle are being transmitted into
action by local police Jepartments
while the spokesmen pretend there
is nothing they can do to stop the
police. The white community is
at the mercy of a secret police
state while they have not yet fig-
ured out how to control their above
ground police forces.

FREEDOM OR DEATH

The day when the state and its .
police power ceases to protect
the community but in turn attacks~
the people of the community has

arrived in this country, This is

the first stage of building a to-
tal police state, Black people have
always been subjected to police
state and have moved to organize
against it, but the structure is
now moving to encompass the en~
tire country. The elimination of
black leadership -~ from Dr, King
to Eldridge Cleaver, Adam Clay-
ton Powell to Huey I, Newton ~~
is designed to throw the black
community into chaos. Intensified
and concentrated police power in
the black community is designed
to impose total control. The next
step is GENOCIDE, The black com-
munity faces two alternatives: rotal
liberation or total extinction,

WITHOUT A
PEOPLE’S ARMY,
THE PEOPLE
HAVE NOTHING




